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Celebrating Success  

Congratulations to the 
students who have been 
studying through FAM’s 
Plazas Comunitarias 
Program and Spanish 
G.E.D. to further their 
education. 

On May 22, St. Peter Claver 
Church recognized our 
FAM grads as well as high 
school and college grads 
with a special blessing and reception. 

FAM congratulates all graduates on their 
accomplishments. We encourage everyone to continue 
to grow through lifelong learning.  Keep moving ahead! 

Family Advancement Ministries is blessed to 
welcome Shanika Sands to the FAMily.  Shanika is 
our new Life Skills Education Coordinator.  Taking 
inspiration from FAM’s tagline of “...helping 
families move ahead” she is excited to introduce 
clients to her new “My Life! ...Strengthening 
Families Through Education” program.   

We anticipate great things from Shanika...and from 
those who participate in her program!   

Thanks to FAM donors and 
the Dorothy V. & Logan 
Lewis Foundation for your 
support of this Program.  

To read more about Shanika, 
go to FAM’s website. 

Welcome, Shanika Sands! 

Family Advancement Ministries recently welcomed a 
visitor who had been here many years ago...when it was 
Nazareth Home!  Jennifer came to the door and asked if 
she could show her family the place where she stayed 
during her pregnancy.  “Of course!” I answered.  I asked 
her if I could tag along as she went through and told her 
family about her stay, and she said YES! 

Memories flooded her heart as she stopped at each room 
and she told us stories about things that happened there.  
I could see tears welling up in her eyes as she ooh-ed at 
each door she opened.  One classroom used to be the 
“Baby Store” where the girls spent “Baby Bucks” that 
they earned to “buy” diapers, onesies, etc.  Tom’s office 
used to be the House Mother’s room.  She remembers 
knocking on that door late one night when she was real 
sick.  Our Layette Room used to be Jennifer’s bedroom.  
Jennifer’s family clung to every word as they walked 
through the house.   

She expressed deep appreciation for the ministry that 
Nazareth Home was, and gratitude that Family 
Advancement Ministry exists today to continue to 
provide help for pregnant women and moms of little 
ones.  I am so glad that she came by to share that part of 
her life with her family and me. 

To read more about this story, or our current mission, go 
to www.FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org. 

A Surprise Visitor 

FAM’s service to pregnant women is 
now called the Mom2Be+Baby Support 
Services.  Through a  more 
individualized approach, Moms2Be can 
receive the moral support and material 

assistance they need to provide a safe and healthy 
addition to the FAMily.   

We welcome volunteer Ariel Ricks 
as the Mom2Be Support Services 
assistant. She has been a great help 
to Keshia (Program Manager) as 
well as for our expectant moms.  

FAM is also partnering with Great Starts Georgia 
Parents as Teachers program to continue the 
process of helping children learn, grow and 
develop to realize their full potential.  

Many thanks for support from the Community 
Foundation of Central Georgia, The Snyder 
Family Foundation, Perkins-Ponder 
Foundation, United Way, and 
Daughters of Charity Mission & 
Ministry, Inc. who, along 
with YOUR donations make 
this program possible. 



NEW*  Crochet with Kelsey at FAM.  
Learn to crochet...or come to crochet 
with friends on the third Tuesday of the 
month at 10:00 at FAM’s Orange Street 
site (538 Orange St.).  Supplies will be 
provided for you. 

FAM’s monthly Book Club meets on 
the second Tuesday of the month at 1:30 
at 538 Orange St.  All are welcome. 

June 14-The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 
July 12-The Complete Stories by Flannery O’Connor 

Do you have a green thumb?  Would you like to 
volunteer your talents to help keep FAM beautiful?        
E-mail us at FAM@FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org 

...by providing a car for 
ministry use for three 
months.  This will be 
especially helpful during the 
summer months when we 
emphasize car seat safety.  
On May 24, we loaded up 
the Trophy Ford car with 
supplies for a Car Seat 
Safety Event at Bright Star 
Learning Center on Peake 
Road.  FAM’s team of 
Nationally Certified Child 

Passenger Safety Technicians inspected over 20 
car seats and helped parents to better understand 
proper installation and use of their car seats.  We 
spotted a few that were 
the child had outgrown, 
and because of generous 
support of grantors 
including Navicent 
H.E.A.T. and United 
Way, we were able to 
provide proper-fitting 
new car seats to those 
who needed one.  
FAM’s goal is to help 
families keep children 
safe at all times. 

Trophy Ford Supports FAM 

FAM will be at Trophy Ford in Forsyth on Saturday, June 11 from 10-2 to do free Car Seat Safety Checks and 
to spread the word about all of FAM’s services.  Come to meet some of the staff and FAM Board...and thank 
Trophy Ford for their generous support of Family Advancement Ministries.  

With the car provided by Trophy Ford, FAM is really 
getting around town.  Sandra and Sr. Roberta attended a 
meeting with Project Linus, a wonderful ministry that 
provides blankets (or as they call them- “hugs”) to children 
served by various agencies.  They have provided blankets 
to FAM for many years now, which we distribute to as 
many children as we can.  We also include a Project Linus 
blanket in our layette bags for pregnant women. 

Keshia (Mom2Be+Baby Program Manager) took her turn 
behind the wheel as she attended a Wellcare event.  
Gatherings such as these are great opportunities for Family 
Advancement Ministries to spread the word to families 
who may benefit from our services, and we also get to 
network with other agencies in the area.  It’s important to 
build up professional relationships so we can work 
together to ...help families move ahead  

Go to FAM’s website to watch 3 Trophy Ford/FAM 
commercials that describe the impact that a few of our 
programs have on the community, and how many will 
benefit from use of the 
Trophy Ford car this 
summer. 

Thank you, Trophy 
Ford, for joining us in 
...helping families move 
ahead on the Road to a 
Better Community. 

Staff from FAM’s 
Hispanic Ministry 
accompanied a few 
FAMilies to the 
Mexican Consulate 

in Atlanta for a ceremony and 
presentation of drawing certificates to the children 

for their participation in 
a Children’s Drawing 
Competition.  

We are proud of them 
and encourage the 
discovery and sharing 
of talents-whatever 
your age. 

             Talented FAM Kids Share Your Interests at FAM 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Events 

On April 22, FAM hosted Bible 
Bingo: An Act of Charity in Two 
Acts.  It was a night of good clean 
fun for the family.  Actress Vicky 
Quade entertained us with Catholic 
trivia, stories, and a few games of 
Bingo-complete with crazy prizes. 
(The most sought after were the 

John & Jackie 
Kennedy holy 
cards.)   

Many thanks to 
Gautreaux & 
Sizemore Trial 
Lawyers for a 
generous donation 
towards this event. 

This was the second year  
for FAM’s Fern 
Fundraiser.  A popular 
plant, proudly positioned 
on porches throughout 
Macon, the fern has become a sign of support for 
Family Advancement Ministries.  Many thanks to 
all who purchased a fern this year. 

As ferns need nurturing, so do our families.  FAM 
offers the “fertilizer” of the Nurturing Parenting 
Principles along with other resources to help our 
clients strengthen their families through 
education.   

 Thanks to Johnson’s Garden Center & Florist 
on Hartley Ave in Macon for providing such 
quality ferns for our FAM Fern Fundraiser. 

Mark Your Calendars for Upcoming Events 

(See back page for information about Zumbathon for FAM)  

Mark your calendars for the  

3rd Annual  

FAM-tastic Craft Fair 

When: Saturday, October 29, 2016 

Time: 9:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

Where: St. Joseph Social Hall, Macon, GA 

Currently, committed crafters include the FAM Hispanic 
Sewing Group, S.W.A.T.C.H. (Sewing Women Are 
Touching Children’s Hearts, Mount deSales (Diane 
Mead’s Art Students), and the Daughters of Charity 
mission in Chepynal, Kenya. 

This would be a great opportunity to get started on your 
Christmas shopping (or finish-for those of you who are 
ambitious early birds) 

If you are interested in supporting FAM by reserving a 
booth, go to www.FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org 
or e-mail Caitlin Vadini at vadini@gmail.com for more 
information and a FAM-tastic Craft Fair contract. 

Family Advancement 
Ministries will once 
again be participating 
in the Barnes & Noble 
Bookfair Fundraiser.  
Our Fall dates are 
November 29-December 4, 2016. 

Barnes & Noble will donate to FAM based on 
total sales using our Bookfair Code (which will be 
published at a later date).  If you give books for 
Christmas, consider making those purchases 
during FAM’s Bookfair dates. 

Interested in seeing FAM up 
close and personal?  Want to 
meet our staff and 
volunteers?  Hear personal accounts of how FAM 
helps?  You are welcome to contact us for a tour.  
We cater to individuals or groups.  People are 
often surprised at how much goes on under our 
roof.  Call 478-746-9803 or E-mail 
Sr.Roberta@FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org 

 Are you retired?  Are your kids in school during the day and you want to get involved in 
something?  Do you have a day off during the week that you have time in the morning or 
early afternoon to help at FAM?  There are many ways you can help: 

Receptionist, Client Interviewer, Clothing Sorter, Data Entry, Landscaping/Site 
Beautification, Assist with Events, etc.  See our website or contact Chris for more details.  

FAM couldn’t exist without volunteers! at FAM 



 

Return  Service Requested 

570 High Place 

&  

538 Orange St 

Macon, GA 31201 

Vision Statement 

Believing in the compassion of God, Family 
Advancement Ministries affirms the 

sacredness of human life by guiding families 
in need to be hope-filled, empowered, and 

self-sufficient.  

Phone: 478-745-7165/746-9803 

Fax: 478-745-6880 /745-0847 

Website:  

www.FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org 

Email:  

FAM@FamilyAdvancementMinistries.org 

570 High Place 

&  

538 Orange St 

Macon, GA 31201 

The Staff of  
Family Advancement Ministries 

Sr. Roberta Treppa, D.C. Executive Director 

Sachie Thorne: Assistant Director 

Tom Eden: Operations Manager 

Chris McKowen: Office Manager 

Sandra Reid: Office Assistant 

Shanika Sands: My Life!  Program Manager 

Keshia Nelson: Mom2Be+Baby Program Manager 

Luz Maria Hill: Hispanic Ministry Coordinator 

Maribel Gomez:  Hispanic Ministry Assistant 

Board of Directors 

Jeff Nicklas-President 
Vice PresidentJarome Gautreaux 

Susan Joanis-Secretary  
Tricia Cantwell  
Denisia Franklin  
Miguel Garcia  
Marie Leach  
Helen Leslie 
Mike Liotta 

Bebe Reichert 
Amy Stallings  
Caitlin Vadini 

Sr. Katie Norris (ex-officio) 
Sr. Roberta Treppa (ex-officio) 

Mark Your Calendar 


